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By Virginia Van Norden, Forgotten Felines Director

My last rescue of 2018 was a darling little girl fighting to survive outside.  After 
receiving a call about a cat who was having difficulty walking, I went to the 
business where she had taken up residence.  She was being fed and let inside a 
warehouse when it got bitter cold, while also trying to find warmth and shelter 
underneath the many vehicles on the premises.  

When I walked into the warehouse, she 
blended in with some brown carpeting so well that  
I couldn’t even tell where she was.  Once I found her, it was obvious that she was an older cat, and 
very sick.  She was extremely thin, her head was tilted, she had ocular and nasal discharge, her fur was 
completely matted and smelled of motor oil, and she struggled to keep her balance the entire way to 
the veterinary hospital.  While trying to come up with a good name for her, the veterinarian remem-
bered a book he used to read as a child entitled Jennifer and Josephine by Bill Peet.

“Jennifer was already an old automobile way back in the year 1933.  The old touring car had traveled 
over a hundred thousand miles and been sold or traded so many times she couldn’t remember all the 
owners.  Now at last she was worn out and sold for scrap iron and left sitting in the far corner of a car 
junkyard, just passing the time rusting away.  Still Jennifer wasn’t altogether unhappy, at least she had 
a friend, a scrawny stray cat named Josephine.”

Forgotten Felines will hold its annual Mother’s Day Plant Sale 
on Saturday, May 11, 2019 from 10:00 am - 2:00 pm.  To place an 
order, please fill out the enclosed form and return with a check to 
Forgotten Felines, P.O. Box 734, Clinton, CT 06413 by Friday, April 
26, 2019.

Plants will be available for pick up at the shelter at 153 Horse Hill 
Road, Westbrook.  For more information, please call 860-669-1347, 
option 4.  Thank you very much for your support.

2019 Forgotten Felines Plant Sale!

Find Your Match Adoption Events
Every Saturday 

11:00 am – 3:00 pm

Mother’s Day Plant Sale 
Saturday, May 11
10:00am - 2:00pm

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Check out our Facebook page and www.forgottenfelinesct.org for details.

Find Your Match At 
Forgotten Felines

Forgotten Felines holds open adoption 
events every Saturday from 11:00 am– 
3:00 pm at 153 Horse Hill Road, Westbrook. 

Adoption applications will be accepted at 
that time. For more information, please call 
the adoption line at 860-669-1347, visit our 
website at www.forgottenfelinesct.org or 
email adoptions@forgottenfelinesct.org.

Animal hoarding occurs when an individual is housing more animals than he or she can adequately care for. It is a complex 
issue that encompasses mental health, animal welfare and public safety concerns. Animal hoarding is defined by an inability to 
provide even minimal standards of nutrition, sanitation, shelter and veterinary care—often resulting in animal starvation, illness 
and death. In the majority of cases, animal hoarders believe they are helping their animals and deny this inability to provide 
minimum care.

Not everyone who has multiple animals is an animal hoarder. There are several signs that may indicate someone is an animal 
hoarder:

We are in desperate need of short and 
long-term foster homes for our rescued 
kittens, bottle fed babies, pregnant 
moms and special needs cats.  We 
simply cannot continue to rescue cats 
and kittens if we don’t have a place for 
them to go.  Please consider fostering, 
even for a short while.  The rewards are 
endless.

FOSTER HOMES 
URGENTLY NEEDED

We need help with carpentry work 
to repair our shed on the property, 
which is in very bad shape.  It is 
urgent that we replace the rotted 
wood, as the shed will probably not 
survive another winter without some 
repairs.  Can you give us a hand with 
this type of work?  If you can help, 
please call the volunteer line at  
860-669-1347 and leave a message. 
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AIM TO TAKE GUNNER HOME!

HELP WANTED:
CARPENTRY 
WORK

This boy has golden flowing locks and is as sweet as 
can be!  He is quite laid back and a little on the shy 
side, but is just waiting for the purrfect person to take 
him home.  Gunner is a long-haired buff-colored boy 
who takes very good care of his coat.  He would love  
a home where he can sit in the sun and watch birds 
and have a soft bed to sleep in at night.  To adopt 
Gunner or any other cat or kitten, please call the 
Forgotten Felines adoption line at 860-669-1347 or 
apply online at www.forgottenfelinesct.org.  
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Josephine it was!  The following day, she was shaved and given  
a bath.  Who knew that underneath all that brown, matted fur was 
a beautiful orange and white cat?  In addition to eye and upper 
respiratory infections, her ears were also infected, and she began 
treatment for all three conditions.

Completely exhausted from her ordeal, Josephine spent most of 
the time sleeping at the shelter.  It warmed my heart to see her 
curled up in a snuggly bed, totally relaxed and not having to be 
on constant alert for predators the way cats living outside are.  She 
ate ravenously, gained weight in no time, and just loved all the 
attention she got, purring loudly whenever she was brushed and 
fussed over.

After several weeks at the shelter, Josephine went into foster care 
with one of the many volunteers who adored her.  A recurring 
sinus infection will require continued antibiotics, and due to  
neurological issues, she is still unsteady and walks in circles.  She 
has found ways of compensating and getting herself where she 
wants to go though, and compared to the cat I rescued, she has 
been transformed.  No more junk cars for you, Josephine! 

Continued from page 1How Josephine Got Her Name Our Kitties Need Your Help
Can you commit to just 2 hours a week?  We 
are seeking shift volunteers 18 years of age 
and older to clean the shelter and look after 
the cats.  We have 2 shifts a day, seven days  
a week, with core hours from 9:00-11:00 am  
and 5:00-7:00 pm.  We are also looking for 
volunteers interested in learning how to 
administer medications.  If interested, please 
complete an application on our website at 
www.forgottenfelinesct.org and email to  
volunteerinfo@forgottenfelines.com, call  
860-669-1347, or stop by the shelter during a Saturday  
adoption event from 11:00 am-3:00 pm.  You will be rewarded 
with head butts, purrs and unconditional love!

• They have numerous animals and may not know the total 
 number of animals in their care.

• Their home is deteriorated (i.e., dirty windows, broken 
 furniture, holes in the wall and floor, extreme clutter).

• There is a strong smell of ammonia, and floors may be 
 covered with dried feces, urine, vomit, etc.

• Animals are emaciated, lethargic and not well-socialized.

• Fleas and vermin are present.

• The individual is isolated from the community and 
 appears to neglect him- or herself.

• The individual insists that all of their animals are happy 
 and healthy even when there are clear signs of distress  
 and illness.

Every year in the United States, a quarter of a million animals 
fall victim to hoarding.  Animals collected range from cats and 
dogs to reptiles, rodents, birds, exotics and even farm animals. 
Animal hoarding is covered implicitly under every state’s 
animal cruelty statute, which typically requires caretakers to 
provide sufficient food, water and veterinary care. However, 
only two states, Illinois and Hawaii, currently have statutory 
language specifically addressing animal hoarding. In most 
cases, criminal prosecution of animal hoarding can be a 
difficult process and may not be the most effective route, 
since hoarders are often emotionally troubled rather than 
criminally inclined.

If you think someone you know is struggling with animal 
hoarding, pick up the phone and call your local humane law 
enforcement department, police department, animal shelter, 
animal welfare group or veterinarian to initiate the process of 
getting them—and the animals—the help they need.

Published by ASPCA (American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals)
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Our Mission
FORGOTTEN FELINES, Inc. Is a charitable, non-profit  
organization run entirely by volunteers and supported solely by 
contributions.  Our mission is to stop the proliferation of homeless 
cats in our community.  At our humane, no-kill shelter, we provide 
rescued cats with nutritious food, warm beds, and expert care, with 
the goal of finding them permanent, loving homes.

All the cats we rescue are spayed or neutered, given thorough  
examinations, vaccinated, and tested for fatal feline diseases.  

Thanks to all our generous supporters and volunteers, including 
newsletter editor Carol Andrecs; the contributing writers; and 
photographer, Tracye Mueller.

Thanks also to Dr. Robert Fair and staff at Killingworth Animal 
Hospital for taking such good care of our residents and new 
rescues, and to Shore Publishing for featuring our cat adoption 
stories, articles and notices.

Special thanks to all our wonderful volunteers!

Donate Your Used Car! 
If you have a vehicle you no longer need, please donate it to 
our shelter. 100% of the proceeds go directly toward the care 

of our cats and kittens, and you can 
save on your taxes too!  Just call the 
fundraising line at 860-669-1347, and  
we’ll come take your old car away.

Reggie is a black and white boy with interesting markings a new 
owner would have fun mapping!  He even has black patches 
on his white toes!   Reggie likes to roll over for people, is a room 
greeter, and enjoys having his adorable black nose rubbed.  
Reggie’s resolution for 2019, after finding a furever home, is 
to slowly lose a pound or two, so he needs just the right diet 
buddy to understand him and help him do it safely. He is looking 
forward to a home of his very own where he can play, enjoy the 
sunshine, and be adored for the lovable, beautiful, sweet boy that 
he is.  Is finding a cat like Reggie your New Year’s resolution?  To 
adopt Reggie or any other cat or kitten, please call the Forgotten 
Felines adoption line at 860-669-1347 or apply online at www.
forgottenfelinesct.org.  

REGGIE IS BLACK AND WHITE AND SWEET ALL OVER!

Cody is plushy soft and mostly-black.  He promises his never-
ending loyalty to whoever decides to love him forever!  At first 
Cody was skittish when he came to Forgotten Felines, but now, 
volunteers look down and find him twining around their legs, 
looking for attention and treats!  Cody would like to remind 
everyone that it is considered GOOD luck to adopt a black cat 
in the United Kingdom!  Come in and make this a lucky month 
by adopting kissable Cody or any other cat or kitten! Please call 
the Forgotten Felines adoption line.

COME IN AND KISS CODY!

Bellissima (bell-EEZ-ima) is Italian for “most beautiful,” and 
that is true of this gorgeous dilute tortoiseshell girl.  She is 
outgoing, talkative, sweet, and incredibly loving.  She has tons 
of personality, and she will tell everyone all about herself with 
her huge purr.  She loves to play and when she’s tired, she will 
curl up contentedly in a lap for a snooze.  No matter how it’s 
said, Bellissima is beautiful!  To adopt Bellissima or any other cat 
or kitten, please call the Forgotten Felines adoption line at  
860-669-1347 or apply online at www.forgottenfelinesct.org.  

IN ANY LANGUAGE, SHE IS BELLISSIMA!

  Friskies classic paté   
 canned food

  Hills Science Diet Adult  
 Optimal Care dry food

  Beech Nut Stage 1 baby  
 food jars: beef, turkey or  
 chicken

  Friskies Party Mix treats

  Frontline

  Advantage Multi

  Scoopable & clumping   
 litter

 Stop & Shop gift cards

  Postage stamps 

To find our new wish list on amazon.com, search for 
“Forgotten Felines, Inc. of Connecticut” & see what 
our cats and volunteers are wishing for.

WISH LIST

Thank You, Joel School Community

For yet another year of support and friendship, Forgotten Felines 
sends a huge thank you to everyone involved with the Joel 
School’s “100th Day Collection Event.”  This wonderful outpouring 
of generosity from the teachers, staff, students and their families 
brings our wonderful cats a huge donation of food that keeps 
them well fed, and enables us to put our funds toward other 
shelter expenses.  We were greeted, as we always are, with  
a warm welcome and lively assembly entertainment, and  
a chance to see the many faces of those who believe in our work 
to help as many homeless cats and kittens as we possibly can.  
The Joel School has stood with us for many years as true friends. 

We always leave the school not only with a carload of food, but 
with hope that the new generation will continue these missions 
of caring and sharing throughout  their lives.   
Thank you everyone!


